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Rev. DAVID enawube E.dito?. 
REV. MR. FISK’S SERMON. 

A brief review of the Rev. Mr. Fisk’s Sermon, del vercd 
in Providence, R. I. in June, 1823, before the New- 
England C Oo? i ference. 

In commencing this review, it is proper to. apprize 
titgt the Rev, Mr. 


the reader, Fisk’s Sermon, which 


he had prepared in compliance with the special re- | 
quest of the Conference, at their session in 1872, ! 


contains no arguments that are. new to the pe 
or that have not been noticed and refuted by the ad- 
voentes of Universal salvation: Nor does the Ser 
mon im q'iestion present a single “obicction which 
has not been fairly answered by diifere 
among the Universalists. And should. it 
why, under such con) 
to merit a reply ; we answer, because an importance 
has been attached to ihis production of Mr. F. by the 
Stupzyts ‘or Broww Unrvzersiry, and the Rrvy 

GENTLEMEN nade the Me’ruoprst Conrrenence 
tor New-Enciaxy, who requested that it shouldbe 


printed. 

It is presumed that the srcpsnts of Bnewn UNt- 
versity did not solicit the publicity of this discourse 
on account of its superior merits, but merely as an 
expression of tlieir courtesy to a gentleman who had 
graduated at the semrnanry to which they belonged. 


But the request of about one ucnprep, Methodist | 


Clergymen, clearly proves it to be the mouth-piece 
of that Conference, and that it contains the sum of their 
most conclusive arguments in support of the doctrine 
of future-endless punishment.. ‘These are briefly the 
reasons which render a reply both. justifiable and 
necessary. 

The passage seleeted hy Mr. Fisk, as an appropri- 
ate motto, to lead him to a sentimental discussion, 
is in Psaums, xii, 12. Also unto'thee, O Lord, belong- 
ch mercy ; for thow venderest to every man, according 
to his works. Mir. F. draws two heads of doctrine 
ftom these words—*“ First—God rewards and pun- 
ishes every man according to his works. 


Second-—Because God rewards and punishes every 


man according to his works, he is therefore, a God 
of mercy.” 


After stating these propositions, the author pro- 
ceeds to bring forward collateral texts, with which 
he has filled almost one entire page, with an appa- 
Tent design to establish the truth of the passage he 
had chosen ; namely,—that Jenovan rewards every 
man according to his works: and which, perhaps no 


} 

be asked, | 
' according s work: nis rld.—The 

son, this discourse is thought | °° ording to his Works, in this world.—The sinner 

is not always the most wretched here, neither is the 


) saint always the most happy.” 


| self in positive terms—WVe know, &c. 





man believing in the existence of a Supreme Being 
ever thought of denying. 

On page 4. the author of the Sermon proposes an 
important question—“ When does God render to 
every man according to his works ”’ We shall here 


‘transcribe, what we are happy to say is an ingenuous | 
-acknowledgment of Mr. F. 
_ renderest, in the present tense.—Though in most of 


“The. text says, thon | 


the plissages, it will be seen, it is expressed in. the | 
future. He willrender, &c. But we cannot fix up- 
on the time when this shall take place, merely from 
the tense of the verb.—But the-time when, must be 


determined from God’s known method of proceed- | 


ing, « ind from the time marked out by his word.’ 

To this, we cordially assent ; 

terpaltadion, we shall abide. 
At the close of the above quotation, page 5.-Mr. 


Fr. ventere8 an assertion, which, without any qualifi- | 
cations, we were not prepared to anticipate, in this | 
' enlightened age, and from a man, whose profession 
-would naturally lead him to an intimate acquaintance | 


} 
nt whites) ith the scriptures, 


“Now we know God docs not reward every man 


He carcful here to observe, Mr. F. expresses him- 
But how does 


| the Preacher, and his brethren who have approba- 
ited his discourse, Anow that God does not reward | 
every man according to his works, in this world ? | 


Have they gained access to the secret cabinet of 
every man’s heart, «nd obtained an accurate knowl- 
edge -of the measure of suffering and. enjoyment 
which the wisdom of God has apportioned to every 
man ? 


‘This is impossible : and yet, this is the on- 


ly means by which they could positively now that | 


God. does not, in this world, reward every man ac- 
cording to his works ; unless they, were fayoured by 
an immediate revelation from heaven to that effect : 
to which revelation they make no pretensions. 

Had Mr. ¥. asserted the above as an _article-of their | 
belief, without advancing it as a matter of positive 
knowledge, he would have been entitled to mope 
credit for his modesty, than for the correctness of 
his views, and excited less suspicion as to the remain- 
der of his-communication. 
tive assertion of the speaker contradict the plain | 
testimony of the scripture’? Look at Proy. xi. 31. 
‘“‘ Behold, the righteous shall be recompeased in the 
earth : much more the wicked and the sinner,” It 


‘is difficult to conceive of a declaration that would 


more directly contradict this passage of holy writ, 
than that which Mr. F. has here .made: and yet, 
strange as it may appear, about one hundred clergy- 
men haye given it the sanction of their entire appro- 
bation ! Nor does it stand opposed .to the passage 
| above cited, as the only testimony which teaches the 
doctrine of rewards and punishments in this temiporal 


. ) escape,” &c. Heb. it. 2,3: 
and by this rule of in- | 


But, does not this posi- | 


state of being. For David saith, Ps. xviii. 20. “The 
Lord rewarded me according to’ my righteousness ; 
according to the cleanness of my hands hath he re- 
compensed me.”” Be careful to notice, the Psalmist 
uses the verb in the. past tense, thereby giving evi- 
dence that the reward had already been received : 








| But Mr. F. denies this fact, by saying, we Anow God — 


does not reward, &c. Again; St. Paul, speaking of 
those who had received the law by the disposition of 
| angels, and had not kept it, uses the following lan-. 
ig guage: ‘For if the word spoken by angels was 
: steadfast, and every trangression, and disobedience 
received a just recompense of reward ; how shall we 
Here the apostle tells 
us that every transgression and. disobedience received, 
under the law, a just recompense of reward : And 
by using the verb in the past tense, explodes the 
hypothesis of a reward being administered in a fu- 
ture state of existence, for crimes committed under 
It is really unfortunate for Mr. F, that the 
inspired writers should be found among the number 
| of his antagonists ; and We charitably hope that he 
| will look into this subject again, and that his future 
‘inquiries may ultimate ina happier, convietion : for 
we are satisfied of the rectitude of his intentions. 


' the law. 


As this is a question of no ordinary importance, 
we are desirous, so to exhibit it in the light of the 





may be left in the dark, as to the location of sin, and 
its punishment. For this reason we shall claim the 
indulgence of the reader, while We ask his attention 
to a few declarations which fell fromthe sacred lips 
of the great Redeemer, and were. carefully penned 
| by the evangelists, that they might be transmitted to 
posterity.” In St., Matthew, xvi. 27, 28.. Christ in- 
structed his disciples concerning his second advent ; 
the time of his coming, and the great object.to be 
accomplished, when he should agai: visit the abodes 
of men, in this plain and expressive langvague— 


| 
} 


| ‘* For the Son of man shall came in the glory of his 
| | Father,. with his angels ; and then he shall reward 
| every man according to his works. . Verily Tsay un® 
| to you, there be some standing here, which shall not 
taste of death, till they see: the Son of man coming 
in his kingdom.” Here the Saviour is perfectly ex- 
plicit as to the time of. his second coming, and con- 
fines it to the life-time of some that were stafiding by 
him when he thus spake. The design of his coming 
is expressed. with- ‘equal clearness—“To reward every; 
man according to his works. He aso announted to 
the Exile of Patmos, the same important truth— 
“Behold, I come quickly ; and my reward is with 





| 
| 





be.” Rev. xxii: 12. En Matt. x. 23. he tells ‘his dis- 
ciples, ** ye shall not have gone over the cities of Is- 


34. he limits the time of his coming to the generation 





limit the time of his second coming to. the apostolick, 





divine testimony, that no. serious, reflecting mind 


me, to give every man according as his work shall — 


racl till the’ Son of man. be come :” and in xxiv, 30, 


then présent.. Now, we ask, why did the Saviour » 
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than elyinved centuries should have esol away ? 
_\And why did he announce the design of that com- 
ing, to ** reward every man according to his, works,” 
and for that purpose, bring his reward with.him, if 
that reward were not to be administered here, but in 
a future, and different mode of existence? These 
questions, we aré-satisfied, can never be fairly an- 
swered,” without an entire abandonment of the ex- 
travagant hypothesis of Mr. F. or a positive charge 
of wilfuldeception on the part of the Saviour! We 
wish to add to the foregoing testimony and argu- 
ment, what we esteem a weighty consideration, 
namely, that aifthe promises of blessings for obedi- 
ence, and all the threatenings denounced. against 
transgression by the law of Moses, were the allot- 
ments of time, and hmited to this state of existence 
for their fulfilment. Now if what Mr. F. has posi- 
tively asserted be true ; that “ God does not reward. 
every man according to his works, in this world ;” 
we are wholly unable to account for the total silence 
of the Hebrew law-giver upon a subject of such vast 
mportance as that which involves the happiness or 
misery of man in a futpre state of being. Nay, we 
are astonished that he should locate the punishment 
of sin to therpresent state of man on earth, if the re- 
ward of human actions were to be transferred to an 
eternal world.. That Moses taught that the rewards 
of obedience and the punishments of sin were cons 
fined to the experience of man on earth, may be 
seen by consulting the whole Pentateuch ; and par- 
ticularly, Lev. xxiv. and. xxvi chapters. We shall 
now leave the reader to'determine for himself, which 
is entitled to the most confidence, the bare assertion 
of Mr. F. or the testimony of divine iaaplention which 
we have lain before him. 


(TO BE CONTINUED.) 


REPLY TO “AN INQUIRER.” 


It is truly grateful to our feelings to know that 
our readers are not indifferent as to the sentiments 
which are advanced in the -Telescope, and that they 

‘cultivate a spirit of inquiry, and are willing to read, 
examine, and weigh the arguments which may be 
advanced in support of the sentiments advocated in | 
our paper. This is evidently the spirit by which 
our correspondent is governed, from the ingenuous 
and correct manner in which he has stated our sen- 
timents, and from the fair and candid’ manner in which 
he proposes his inquiries. | 

He first supposes a case in which “aman has spent 
most of his life, and ends it in vice and stupidity ;” 
and concludes from our theory, that “his condition 
in a future state will be much more humble than 
that of many others, or than it would have been, had 
it not been for his criminal neglect and misimprove- 
ment here :” and then inquires—‘In a future state, 
when he refiects on his misimprovement, and reali-’ 
zes how much he has lost by it, will he not feel any 
painful regret ?” 

We can discover no serious objection to the ad- 
mission of the conclusion which this question implies. 
And admitting it to be the fact, does it follow of ne- 
cessity that their condition 1s, on the whole, a miser- 
able one’? We think it does not; arid we shall 


; Here Sermnoce a case which will clearly sIhdateate our 


a for all this mange in his cond:tion. 





views. For instance; a man has lived in open re- 
bellion against the laws of his Maker for the space 
of fifty years, and has proved by sad experience, 
that “the way of transgressors is hard—that there is 
no peace to the wicked :”’ He ceases to pursue the 
practice of iniquity, becomes humble, ‘and laments 
his past ingratitude and folly. He das now become | 
what he ought to be, and what the law of God requi- 


ration after the present life of man on earth, the ar- 
}gument in favour ofa positive future pnnishment 
‘would be, to say the least, a plausible supposition. 
It is not pleaded by the opponents of the theory 
which we have advanced, that the man who dies and 
leav eg a general charactey for wickédness* behind 
-him, is kept in a state of darknegs as respects his 
own moral condition, or that he is ignorant of the 
true character of God ina future state : Nor can it 





red him to be. He can only look to the throne of 


mercy for help and blessing, for he has nothing of | 
He there beholds; | grace and mercy of God, until he is made sensible 


his own to plead in justification. 


be supposed-that he will experience a sensation of 
regret that he has not improved the blessings of the 


in Christ, a plenitade of love and grace, which over- | that the plenitude of that graee and mercy really ex- 


comes his fears, and begets in his mind, Confidence, | 
and in his heart, gratitude, Is his condition, we ask, | 
a miserable oné? . All will answer, no: the man is 
passed from death unto life! he is reconciled and hap-. 
PY: 
deeds :—No : 
grace upon his mind. 


itis purely the effect of merey and 
Nor does he claim the least 


; 
isted for him. 


This enjoyment, surely, is not the merjt of his | 
_acter of God, and have a knowledge of the immense 
‘riches of his merey and grace, which has” always 
In this , 


So far as we have been acquainted 
with the sentiments of all denominations, they agree 
that such will be the condition ofall men, after the y 
leave this state of being.” And if-they are sensible 
of their own moral state ; understand the true char- 


been in store for them, hew can this knowledge fail 


| to produce immediate reconciliation in‘the soul, and 
overbalance all the poignancy of regret, occasioned 


and cemuaiananc and feels the sensation of deep re- 
gret. 
miserable ?, We answer, because a sense of the di- 
vine goodness vastly overbalances the weight aad 
influence of his transgressions, and effectually pre- | 
vents the mind from sinking under a consciousness of 
guilt. Ina word ; 
cy and grace, which he beholds, rises in infinite 
heights above the imposing altitude of his sins, 
counteracts their effects upon the mind. Nor cafi 
he indeed be miserable, so long as he is blessed with 
such views of the divine character and fulness, not- | 
withstanding the number and magnitude of his sms. 
We here repeat, what’ we have often advanced ; 
and what we think will bear the strictest scrutiny of 
reason and scripture ; that God never did, nor ever 
will inflict any positive suffering upon his creatures, 
with any other view than to effect their emendation, 
or prevent crime. Without these motives, all pun- 
ishments: would sustain.a vindictive, or revengeful 
character, which is infinitely distant from the eternal 
Mind. This being admitted,. (and it cainot be deni- 
ed without involving the truth of the scriptures, ) we 
demand, can the Deity, without violating the princi- 


; 
and | 


ples of his moral government, continue to inflict a | 


positive punishment upon any creature longer than 
the opposition of that creature to his moral govern- 
ment shall continue ? If this question be answered 
im the affirmative, and that- affirmative can be sup- 
ported, the doctrine of the forgiveness of sin, even in 
this world, is proved to.be false, and the whole tlie- 
ory of christian experiencé is proved to be the idle 
dream of bewildered fancy! gnd besides this, the 
divine authority of the Old and New-Testament, 
which speaks of the forgiveness of sin, is to be regar- 
ded as a libel upon the character of God, and a de- 
ceptive snare for the understanding of man ! 

‘ Now, if it could be shown that sin would be the 
employment of any intelligent being in another 
mode. of existence, it would be perfectly consistent 
to urge that a positive punishment would there be 
inflicted, Or-could it be shown that the exciting 


But why, it will be asked, 1S. not this man still | 


*the unbounded plenitude of mer- 


by a retrospection of their past lives ? Such is known 
to be the effect of these views in the present time, 
and such must be the effect in a future state, unless 
the laws of moral order are there materially changed 
for the worse : But this, our opponents, we think, 
will not attempt to prove, either by reason or reve- 
It cannot be.urged that the causes which 
produce sin here, will be carried into a future state : 


lation. 


| for according to the apostle, these causes are to be 
‘traced to the human passions“ Lust, when it con- 


ceiveth, bringeth forth sin.” Therefore, no objéc- 
tion ean be predicated upon the. infltence of these 


| passions in a future state, where the passions have 


neither control, or existence. 

We might here close our reply to the first inquiry 
of our correspondent, -were itnot for a wish?to avail 
ourselves of one more argument, which the common 
consent of all christendom places in our entire pos- 
session : Namely ; that the sublime enjoyments of 2 
future state are not procured by the virtues of the 
subject, but are the merciful bestowments of divine 
grace, or favour. . Hence the declaration holds true 
—It is ‘*not by works of righteousness which we 
have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, 
by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the 
Holy Ghost, which he shed on us abundantly through 
Jesus Christ.” Now, it being-admitted that our vir- 
tues do not procure the positive bliss of a future state, 
are we authorized to conclude that vice is more effi- 
cacious than virtue? We must believe this, or give 
up the argument in favour of positive future punish- 
ment : for it is the same law of duty which in the 
one case is obeyed, and in the other, disobeyed : 
and if its authority do not extend in the one case be- 
yond this life, neither can it in the other, 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 


: ORIGINAL ANECDOTE. 
Mr. D****, a preacher of Universal salvation, trav- 
elling not long since in the stage from Lewiston to 
Hamburgh, near Buffalo, N. Y. accidentally fell in 





causes which give birth to ini iniquity would be.in ope- 


Seavergtion with a, dy pemenger from Lockport, 
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who was @zealous member of a Presbyterian Church. 
The conversation turned upon the subject of revivals, 
particularly a small excitement in Buffalo and Lock- 


port. From some of Mr. D.’s remarks, the lady dis-'- 


covered that he was an Universalist. She then stated 
that if she believed that she should go immediately 
to happiness, she -woultl do the same act that Miss 
Clark had done, namely, commit suicide / and that 
this was the natural tendency of such a belief. She 
said that she did net blame Miss_Clark in the least, but 
thanked God that she did not believe suchan absurd 
doctrine. Mr. D. then inquired of her whether she 
was satisfied that she had met with a saving change 
—She answered yes—He -then asked her whether 
she believed that those, who had in reality obtained 
a hope, and had their hearts changed, could ever 
fall from. this situation: She answered: that they |: 
could net. . Mr. D. then assuming a greater degree 
of gravity, and looking her full in the: face, said, 
“ Madam, according to your own declaration, the on- 


t C , “al ee - } 1 | 
ly advice that I can give which will be acceptable to 


you, is, that you should commit suicide immediately: 
For as you say that you have been born again, and 
that you cannot fall from grace ; according to your 
own declaration, nothing remains but for you to fol- 
low the example of Miss Clark, and go immediately 
to happiness !” 

, EVENING. 
Wlien darkness spreads her veil along, 
And stillness dwells in all the plain ; 
‘To God we'll paise a grateful song, 
In joyful accents to his name. 


His radiant smiles our childhood blest, 
And riper years his goodness crown’d ; 
Beneath his shad’wy-wing We rest, 

And taste the bounties spread around. 


In all the labours of the day, 

He hath upheld us by his pow’r,— 

And shew’d our wand’ring feet the way 
That leads to sweet contentment’s bow’r. 


‘He guides our steps in paths of peace ; 
Makes us to know his:leve and Care ; 
He bids the mental tempest cease, — 
And feeds our-souls on heav’nly fare. 


From morning light, to evening shade, 
Our tongues would all his love proclaim ; 
And Infant voices shall be made 

To lisp the honours of his name: 


Lock’d in the arms of sweet repose, 
We'll rest secure in his embrace ; 
Fearless of danger from our foes, 


Since God defends us by his grace. D. 


The following lines were composed as an introduc- 
tion ‘to a Concert of Sacred Musick : 

Thou great Jehovah, Lord of all, 

To thee we look, to thee we call; . 

Behold us now assembled here, 

And banish from us every fear. 


Be in our midst, Almighty King ! 
Tune ey’ry heart, tune ev'ry string ; 


} 





| Assist, O Lord, our vocal lays, 
And all our instruments of praise. 


Great Sovereign, now we look to thee 

For confidence and energy ; 

May heav’nly sweetness fill each sound, 

And give delight to all around. M. F. 
———E—e—e—e—oeeeerereeeereeee 
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SELECTIONS. 








FROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


STACKHOUSE’S HISTORY OF THE BIBLE 


Messrs. Editors,—Should the following remarks, 
which were suggested by a passage in Stackhouse’s 
History of the Bible, be thoyght useful to the read- 


ers of your paper, they are at your’ disposal. They 


elate to a subject which has, from time immemorial, | 


vance appears upon the very face of it. Upon all 
the sober part of the commuriity, these pretended 
restraints. were totally lost, for they did not believe 
them, and their impotency with respect to the resi- 
due is evinced by the voice of all history. » They 
were too thoughtless of sacred things, and too intém- 
perate in their corrupt pursuits, to be influenced at 
all by these distant and uncertain phantoms. The . 
conclusion is therefore inevitable that these restraints 
were merely ideal. They had no reat existence.— 
They exerted no salutary influence upon éither the 
‘sober or the vulgar classes of the community. Had 
these well-contrived restraints been struck from the 
catalogue of their superstitions, the heathen world 
could not have been more immoral-and dissolute 





than they actually were. Ofthis we are certain — 
The great apostle of the Gentiles assures us, that, 


received at least, rhuch nominal attention from the | they “were filled-with all unrighteousness, fornica- 


professed -guardians of the virtue and happiness of 
mankind. I allude to the necessary restraints which 
religion impose 2s upon the passions and the depraved 
inclinations of the human heart. Without the: influ- 
ence of religion, the purest and the most powerful 
principles of morality, it is believed, or professed to 


; be believed, with all the fears they can excite, and 
| all the hopes they can inspire, are inefficient, and 


even disastrous to the souls of men. And in fact, 


| religion itself is supposed to be like Sampson shorn 


of his locks, unless it is attended with a suitable reti- 
nue. It must come to the minds of men, if not to 
their hearts, clothed with appropriate sanctions. 


| These are contained in the rewards and punishments 


which religion discloses. But in imitation of the eye 
‘which is in the ends of the earth, the’chief of these 
i sanctions, those which are designed to have the most 
powerful effect upon the passions and the conduct 
of men, are placed infinitely beyond the reach of 
hufhan observation. ‘The scene of them is laid in 
the invisible world. ‘The sanctions to which I allude 


tion, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness : full 
of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity.; whis- 
perers, backbiters, . haters of God, despiteful, proud, 
' boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to pa- 
rents, without understanding, covenant brakers, with- 
| out natural affection, implacable, unmerciful.” Could 
they have been more corrupt without the sanctions of 
superstition, resulting from their hope of Elysium, and 
their fear of Tartarus ?; Where were the restraints 
which had been contrived for the vulgar during the 
rcgn ofall this folly, impiety, and immorality > Why 
doubtless they were where they alwavs res.ded, in 

the idle and useless speculations of the poets and the 

pricsthood. They,were a cunning contrivance sub- 

servient to no end, but to form an unjust distinction 
between the vulgar, and the designing and ambitious 

few, who gloried in domination. What reason then 

have we to rejoice that the throne ‘of idolatry is de- 
_molished, that the empire-of heathen superstitions.is 
overturned ? But are we sure that the demolition of 
| pagan idolatry has* effectually ‘removed this errone- 








| are. eternal happiness as the reward of obedience, | ous principle upon which pagan poets and priests 


and eternal misery as the just punishment of trans- attempted, in vain, to enforce upon meh, the prac- 
gression. These are to hold in check all the unhal- | ‘tice of religious and moral duties ?* Maye not the 
lowed and violent passions of -fallen man—But the } poets, and the sober teachers in christendom adopt- 
impenetrable curtain-which separates time from eter- | ed in substance, the same expedient, the same clum- 
nity effectually hides the charms of the one, and ter- | sy contrivance, to act as restraints, not upon them- 
rors of the other from every creature which can be | | selves, nor the sober, enlightened portion of society, 
benefitted by them. This irrational disposition of. but upon the vulgar? .We do ‘not assert this as a 
religious sanctions originated in the foolish imagina- | fact, but we wish our readers to examine the subject 


tion of ancient heathen nations. The existence of 
such sanctions was not, in the originatdrs of them, a 
subject of serious, settled belief; but a niere exped- 
ient. They considered it, though a groundless phan- 
tasm in itself, a piece of sound:state policy. ~ For the 
truth of this statement we have the authority of the 
learned, and-orthodox Stackhouse. Speaking of 
Seneca, Socrates, and Cicero, he says, ‘* They had 
weak and uncertain notions of a future state ; for, 
though the poets had prettily fancied an elysium 
and a hell; yet all sober men looked upon these 
rather as_well-contrived restraints for the vulgar, 
than any matters of their own belief.’ These imag- 
inary restraints upon the vicious propensities of the 
vulgar were contrived by men, of whom the apostle 
Paul says, “ Professing themselves to be wise, they 





became fools.” The folly of. this heathen contri- 


fully and fearlessly, and then judge for themselves. 
Endless rewards and punishments are now sung by 
the poets and fulminated from our pulpits, But do 
the poets and the prelates of the church believe 
these things themselves ?—This is extremely doubt- 
ful, to say the least. The probability is, they do not, 
but act upon the pagan principle of restraining the 
vulgar by terrifick and overwhelming phantoris— 
But are they restrained by them ? > Most. oy 
they are not. 


The doctrine of endless rewards and punishments 
is too disproportioned, too monstrous to have any re- 
al influence upon this class of the community, unless 
perhaps, to excite ridicule or contempt. With Te. 
spect to them, endless rewards and punishments : 
have precisely the same tendency, as the doctrine of 





no rewards and no — at all, would have.— 
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The general tendency, in either case, must be unfa- 
yourable, as it takes off, instead of imposing restraints. 
The diffusion of knowledge, ‘and the impression of 
virtuous sentiments upon the heart, are the only cf- 
fectual restraints upon the passions and evil propen- 
sities of men. “ Who is wise, and he shall under- 
stand these things’? prudent, and he shall know 
them ?” S. S. 


THE EXCELLENCY OF TRUE RELIGION. 

True religion gives an engaging delicacy to our 
manners, which education or nature may mimick, but 
can never attain to. A sense of our infirmities and 
insufficiency makes.us modest. A sense of the di- 
vine presence makes us decent and sincere... A sense 
of our corruption, natural and moral, makes us hum- 
ble. A sense of the divine goodness and mercy, 
makes us obliging and compassionate. 
our immortality makes us cheerful and happy. 
religion is a principle of heavenly peace and hght 
within us; which expands itself over the human frame 


True 


and.conduct, and sheds light and beauty on all around. 


us. At ease within ourselves, we cannot give others 
trouble : when the master is God, the servant will 
be God-like, and if our conversation is in heaven, the 
graces of heaven will dwell in our lips, and shine 
forth in our actions. Religion, where it is sincerely 
embraced, gives contentment and patience. to the 
sick, joy to the penitent, strength to the weak, light 
to the blind, and life in death itself. 


GOOD EXAMPLE. 

Good examples not only inform, but they persuade 
and incline our reason to good practice, comment. 
ing it to us by plausible authority : a way of reason- 
ing the most plain, easy, and suitable to all men’s 
capacities ; less subject to error and doubt, than any 
other in particular cases; whereby as it is always 
more easy to know what is good and fit, so common- 
ly it is most safe; there being few, who can so well 
discern what*is good, as they may rest in the jug- 
ment of others. Dr. Barrow. 

ALL THINGS. USEFUL 

When the council of the Royal Society honoured 
Dr. Priestly by. the presentation to him of Sir Godfrey 
Copeley ’s medal on the 30th of November, 1793, Sir 
John Pringle, who was then President, delivered on 
the o¢casion an elaborate discourse on the different 
kinds of air ; in which, after expatiating upon the dis- 
coveriés of his predecessors, he pointed out the par- 
ticular merits of Priestley’s investigations. In allusion 
to the purification of a tainted atmosphere by the 
growth of plants, the President thus eloquently and 
piously expressed himself = 

«From these discoveries we are assured that no 
vegetation grows in vain ; but that, from the oak of 
the forest to the grass in the field, every individual 
plant is serviceable to mankind ; if not always distin- 
guished by some private virtue, yet making a part 
of the whole which cleanses and purifies our atmos- 
phere. In this the fragrant rose and deadly night- 
shade co-operate ; nor is the herbage nor the woods 
that flourish in the most remote and unpeopled re- 
gions unprofitable to us, rior we to-them, consider- 


‘ing how constantly the winds convey to them our 
vitiated air, for our relicf and for their nourishment. 
And if ever these salutary gales rise to storms and 
hurricanes, lect us still trace and revere the ways 
of a beneficent Being, whe, not fortuitously but with 
design, not in wrath but in mercy, thus shakes the 
water and the air together, to bury in the deep those 
putrid and pestilential effiluvia which the vegetables 
on the face of the earth had been insufficient to con- | 
sume. 


ONL Y. 
Some time since, 


casms of some persons absent. 
nied.some of her : 





| unravel the truth; when she stopped him thus: 


A sense of | ‘Why, how rude ! you cannot surely think me seri- 


‘ous ! I was only in a joke.’ 


returned from. market : 
shad, it’s the first this season.’ 
| you pay for it ?? © Only a dollar and a half.’ ©* And 
the peas?’ *Only a dollar.’ ‘I shall be ruined— 
of peas!’ ‘Pshaw!’ she added, ‘nonsense ! 
sure it’s very cheap ; 
way.’ 


death, as a corpse was coming along : 


ance lived there, and saw me : ‘Come in,’ said he, 
“do not stay there, man, it’s on/y a funeral ; did you | 


never see x funeral before ?? 


nearly large cnough for parasols, and lace flounces 
half a yard deep, trailing in the mud, IJ asked, § What 
is the 
© Only forty dollars.” 
‘ Only three dollars a yard.’—* How many yards in 
the whole ? -‘ Only fifteen yards.” , 

So I have seen boys buying an orange,. a stick, a 
knife. - “It’s only twopence! It’s only sixpence ! 
*What is sixpence ” He adds, ‘ Nothing.’ 

Fone day addressed, in a seriows moment, a gay 


necessity of a preparation for its close. 
sne, ‘is there any fear of that! All this: may do very 
well for an old woman of eighty : but you know, 
I’m only eighteen.’ 

Thus evils are palliated, extravagance excused, 
good purposes delayed:.and defeated, defamation 


sophistry of this little talisman, Only. 


What is the best estate ? - A good conscience. 

What is the best physician? ‘Temperance. 

What is true wisdom? The fear of the Lord. 

‘What is the best undertaking ? To depart from 
evil. 

What’s the surést way to obtain Jasting fame ; 
Integrity and talents devoted to the public good, 

What is the most certain road to wealth? — Dili- 
gence in business, and economy in expenses. 

What is the cause of evil times’ Bad habits and 





bad customs. 


What are some of the most sure external signs of 
a thrifty farmer. — Good lands, secure fences, flour- 
ishing fields, a good barn, a good . brood of thriving 
cattle, good tools, a trim wood pile, a good well, a 
commodious house, well glazed and painted ; the 
internal proofs, are a prudent wife, healthy boys 
well clad in domestic manufaétures, blooming daugh- 
ters, well trained in the kitchen, whose hands turn 





T was present at a party where a | 
young lady indulged herself in the most bitter sar- | 
A minister at last de- | 
statements, and was proceeding to | 


I was some time since at a friend’s, when his wife | 
‘My love, see what fine | 
‘Indeed ! what did | ~~~ 


two dollars and a half for a small shad and a handful | 
. } 
I’m} ¢ 
besides it’s only once inthe 


I was standing before a house, reflecting upon | 
my acquaint- | | 


Watching soiiie girls flirting about with bonncts | 


price of that Leghorn ready to fly away ” | 
‘ What is the price of the lace” | 


and beautiful girl, on the uneertainty of life, and the | 
‘But,’ said | 


supported, and roguery defended, by the insidious | 


the wheel and throw the shuttle ; a full granery, 
| atich larder, correct accounts; a heavy purse, notes 
| oF interest and but Tittle credit on the books of a 


| merchant. 
PEA, STR DT I-A) SEEN SEES 
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MARRIED; 
| * Tn Pawtucket, on Monday merning, by Rev.* Mr. 
Benedict, Mr. Walter Frost, of Boston, to Miss Fs- 
ther Ingraham, -—e of Jabel ingraham, Esq. of 
| that place. 

in Seekonk, by. Rev. Mr. Baker, Mr. Cyril Read, 
|to Miss Sarah Wheaton, daughter. of Mr. Lucas 


| Wheaton, of Seckonk. 








| - — 
| DIED, 
| In this town, on Monday morning, -Mrs. Lydia 
Newel, relict of the late Robert Newel, Esq. aged 
75 years. 
On Tuesday morning, Capt. Thomas Dring, in the 
| 67th year of his age. 

On Tuesday morning, very suddenly, Col. Edward 
K. ‘Fhampson, aged 63 years, for many years Cashier 
of the Providence Bank, , 

On Wednesday morning last, Mrs. Elizabeth Allen, 
| widow of the late Mr. Lewis\Allen, of Rehoboth. 
‘On Thursday morning, while on a visit, to her 
| friends, and at the residence-of her brother, Benj. F. 
Hallett, Mrs. Penelope Percival, wife of Capt. Isaa¢ 
Percival, and daughter of Benj- Hallett, Esq. of 
Barnstable,. Mass. aged 32 years. 





Just published, ante sale at this Office, and by SW. 
Wheeler, 
AN ADDRESS, delivered before Mount-Vernon 
| Lodge, at their annual election; Feb. 22, 1825.— 
By Davin Picxrrine. Price 12 1-2 cents. 





‘AT NO. 1103, WEST MINSTER-STREF’ oF 
The following Books and Pamphlets may be pro- 
cured : 
Ballou’s Sermon on the New Birth 
Do. do. * on Exodus xxxii. 35 
Do. do. on I. Peter iv. 17, 18 
Do. do. on Genesis xxviii. 17 
Kneeland’s Sermon-on Psalm ix. 17, with an account 
of ancient copies of the Bible 
Mystery of Revelation unfolded, in two Discourses 
on Rev. xx. 10, 12 
Bisbe’s Discourse, ‘the Charge of Mr. Dean, &c. at 
the Installation of Rev. Mr. Pickering 
Pickering’s Reply to Dr. Carpenter’s attack on the 
doctrine of God’s Universal grace 
Do. Sermon on Acts xxviii. 22 
Do. do. Luke xix. 38 
Do. = do. Matthew xvi. 6 
Do. do. Luke x. 42 “~* 
Do. _ do. Matthew viii. 11, 12 
ever’ Sermon on Matthew xxv, 46 
Force of pepeloe ee s Sermon on Psalm : 
Judge Thatcher’s Letter on Original Sin 
Ballou’s Treatise on Atonement : 
|Do. Letters in defence of Divine Revelation 
Do. do, with Rey. Mr, Walton and Rev. Mr. 
Buckminster — 
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